
 

 

Grant Community High School 
District Newsletter 

March 2020 

Page 2 
GCHS Safety Plan Update 

National School  
Breakfast Week 

 
Page 3 

Excellence in Education 
 

Page 4 
Spotlight Artist of the Month 

 
Page 5 

Social Work Month 

 
Page 6 

Rotary Interact Club 
Variety Show 

 
Page 7 

Music in Our Schools 
 

Page 8 
Class Acts 

 
Page 9 

Golden Globe Winner 
 

Page 10 
Alcohol Prevention Campaign 

 
Page 11-12 

PBIS 
 

Page 13 
Counselor’s Corner 

 
Page 14 
Calendar 

Student of the Month 

Board of Education 

Steve Hill, President 

Paul LaRoche, Vice President 

Ruth Michniewicz, Secretary 

Ivy Fleming 

John Jared 

Kathy Kusiak 

Bob Yanik 

Connor Rada 
The Grant Community High School March Student 

of the Month is senior Connor Rada, son of Joseph 

and Sharon Rada of Lakemoor.  
 

Connor's academic achievements include earning his 

place on Honor Roll, successfully completing three 

AP classes, receiving the AP Scholar Award, and 

holding an impressive 4.766 GPA.  
  

His extracurricular activities include FBLA, serving 

as Treasurer, earning an 8th place finish at the 

National Competition in 2018 and 9th place in 2019; 

Debate Team, where he is Co-Captain, 3-time Best Presiding Officer award 

winner, and State tournament participant; Theatre Tech as soundboard lead  

and stage manager; and he attended World Affairs Seminar, NLCC Leadership 

Conference, and completed a Summer Technology Internship. He assists his 

peers as a Big Dawg Mentor and Math Lab Tutor. 
 

Connor has been involved in Boy Scouts and is an Eagle Scout. He volunteers  

at St. Bede Church helping with the food truck, annual gala, and St. Bede 

School, Gavin School, Nunda Township Food Pantry, Big Hollow Garden,  

and Bulldog Boosters concession stand.  He’s also served as an election judge. 
 

In addition to all of his activities, Connor works at Walmart, helping customers 

with product selection, store inventory, and stocking shelves. In his spare time, 

he enjoys reading, traveling, investing, and studying current events. 
 

His plans for the future include earning an Accounting degree and he  

is exploring Indiana University-Bloomington and University of  

Illinois Urbana-Champaign. 
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GCHS Safety Plans 

The safety and security of our campus continues to be of the utmost importance to us. There are numerous 

protocols and procedures in place each day to maintain a safe learning environment. Additionally, a 

District Safety Committee meets regularly to review procedures and seek out safety related best practices.   
 

In partnership with the Fox Lake Police Department, administrators and several faculty members became 

certified ALICE trainers in 2018-2019. ALICE is an acronym for Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter and 

Evacuate, and is a safety model supported by federal, state, and local law enforcement officials and the 

U.S. Department of Education.   
 

ALICE is often most successful when implemented in phases.  As such,  

we are currently in the process of performing initial training for faculty  

and staff this spring.  Additional training will take place at the start of  

next school year.   
 

It is important for you to know that all of our current safety practices will 

remain in effect moving forward. While we remain steadfast in our hope  

that a school safety threat never occurs, the purpose for utilizing the ALICE 

safety model is to provide us with additional strategies in the event of an 

emergency. Faculty and staff will be trained to make informed decisions 

during an emergency situation, with additional information provided by 

school authorities.   
 

Additional details will be provided in the coming months as we begin to prepare for the  

2020-2021 school year. 

Mark your 

calendar for 

National School 

Breakfast Week, 

March 2 through 

March 6!  
 

 

 

 

 

This year’s theme, “Out of This World,” highlights how eating a nutritious breakfast helps 

students blast off to success in the classroom and beyond. During National School Breakfast  

Week our cafeteria will be giving away healthy snacks, giveaways and raffles. Stop on by  

and start your day off right!  
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Erin Notriano exemplifies what it means to be a 

passionate teacher and reminds us over and  

over again why we do what we do. She constantly 

strives to find relevant connections for her students 

to the curriculum and creates meaningful 

simulations and hands-on learning opportunities 

for them to apply their knowledge. Additionally, 

she makes a point to help her students prepare  

for class exams and for the AP Exam, and holds 

study sessions outside of the school day for 

students to demonstrate their learning and  

prepare accordingly. 
 

If you were to walk into Erin’s classroom, you 

would find the textbook definition of an inspiring 

learning environment. Her students don’t just  

learn the material, they become connected to it. 

Erin’s knowledge of content and her students  

acts as a role model to the rest of her colleagues. 

Furthermore, Erin is right there at her door, every 

hour, greeting her students and bidding them to 

“MAKE GOOD DECISIONS” every weekend as 

they leave. It is clear to us that Erin is amazing at 

building strong classroom environments and 

rapport with students. 
 

While it is clear that Erin is an exceptional teacher, 

she is also an outstanding member of our 

department and professional community. If you have ever seen the Social Studies “Golden Globe” 

floating around, you’ve seen just one of her many contributions. She is often looked to, and can be 

counted on, to guide our goals as a department. While she is usually in a PLT of one, we know that  

we can undoubtedly look to her for strong professional advice. 
 

Erin Notriano embodies the traits of an excellent teacher according to not only Danielson, but any other 

method of measurement you could find. We are a better learning community because of her. For these 

reasons, Erin Notriano is more than deserving of the Excellence in Education Award. 

Excellence in Education Award Winner: 

Erin Notriano 



 

 4 

Spotlight Artist of the Month 
Joseph Araujo 

Artist Statement 
For as long as I can remember, I have always had a knack for art. Drawing anywhere and everywhere, at any time I felt 

something needed to have my little touch. Art has always been a part of my life and it always will; I use it as an escape to get 

away from things that get me down. Ever since my first day of intro to art with Mr. Austin, I knew that art was something that I 

wanted to do for the rest of my life, before, it's always just been a hobby, a project, something to do when you're bored. But now 

I can tell you that it’s much, much more. Art is my holy grail and it's one of the things I love most in the world. Putting that pen, 

pencil, marker, etc., on paper and making something beautiful means the world to me. I couldn’t go a day without thinking 

about what I’m going to draw or the next thing I can make. I make art because I can make something that reminds me of what I 

love, to make a change in the world even if it isn’t noticeable. I can make my wildest dreams into a reality, the heroes I’ve 

admired since I was a little kid can be put into a reality and I find that jaw-droppingly amazing. I think people should take an art 

class because it can give you a reason to let out emotions you may have bottled up, to let out fears, anger, frustration, and 

doubts. Art can make your world just a little better just like it did mine. The Grant Art Department has helped me for the better 

on leading me towards a path of success, giving me the tools I need to improve and I couldn’t be more happy and grateful for 

that. If you’ve thought about taking an art class, please do. I can promise you that you won’t regret it. 
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Social Work Month 
School Social Work Week: March 1-7 

Social workers are everywhere! You may not realize it, but wherever there’s a need, social workers are there. They’re in libraries, 

hospitals, mental health facilities, and clinics. They support our courageous military personnel, veterans, and their families.  

They are in schools, helping students overcome issues that prevent them from getting an education and, when warranted,  

they protect children who have been neglected or mistreated. 

 

At Grant, we are lucky enough to have three amazing social workers that are always fighting for the success of our students. 

School social workers act as a connection for school, home, and community services to help children with emotional, 

developmental, and educational needs. More often than not, school social workers are the first to spot the difficulties a child  

may be confronting at home or in the community and are the first to intervene and find services to stop more serious problems 

from developing. 

5 Reasons School Social Workers are Superheroes 
Help Children 

Social workers all have one thing in common, they want to help children. Helping children is more than listening to 

what is going on in their lives. It’s about making sure that the next generation has the best show possible to make the 

most of themselves despite any other outside factors that may work against them. 
 

Protect Children From the System 

Schools, like all other institutions, often have to look at the larger 

picture rather than the individual. Fortunately, it’s the job of school 

social workers to focus on the individual and make sure that the 

needs of the many don’t crush the needs of the one. School social 

workers do their best to make sure that individual students are not 

getting left behind or lost. 

 

Make a Difference 

Some people are looking to make a difference and help children 

doing it. School social workers are those people. They are not just 

working with children that have been placed in a situation that is 

detrimental to their development, they are fighting to make sure 

these children get all of the opportunities they need to succeed  

both in education and in life. 
 

Work with Parents 

As a school social worker, it is crucial to involve parents in their child’s development process as much as possible. 

This not only gives a social worker better insight to a child’s situation, but it gives them the opportunity to enhance 

that child’s support system outside of school. 
 

Facilitate a Child’s Growth 

There are numerous programs out there to help children from all backgrounds and skill levels succeed in education 

and in life. Sometimes the students just need somebody to let them know that the programs are there. A school social 

worker’s interaction with a student may be as simple as helping them get into a remedial class so they can catch up 

to the rest of the students in their class, or to help them realize that they act out because they are not being 

challenged enough in the classroom. 

GCHS School Social Workers (left to right): Mr. Gaughan,  

Ms. Skeels, and Ms. Kalk 
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Rotary Interact Club 
In partnership with the Fox Lake - Round Lake Area Rotary Club and neighboring schools in the NLCC, we are 

considering the addition of a new club: Interact (international action). 
 

Interact is a Rotary-sponsored service club that gives high school 

students an opportunity to participate in fun and meaningful  

service projects while developing leadership skills and meeting  

new friends. The basic principle of Rotary Interact is to help others 

and put “Service Above Self.” Through service activities, Interactors 

learn the importance of developing leadership skills and personal 

integrity, demonstrating helpfulness and respect for others, and 

advancing international understanding and goodwill. 
 

Members of the club would help develop and carry out a wide variety of service projects which includes raising 

money for worthwhile causes, working within the school, and working directly with people in the community.  

As a club, we would organize at least two projects every year, one that helps our school/community and one that 

promotes international understanding.  
 

Interactors all over the world have been making a difference, including bringing durable soccer balls to children in 

Vietnam and creating hygiene kits for underprivileged students in Nepal. 

 

Follow in the footsteps of students just like you and make a difference in your school, community, and beyond  

by considering Interact. If you are interested, please contact Dr. Sefcik’s assistant Mrs. Kris Olk at 

kolk@grantbulldogs.org. Representatives from Rotary and NLCC schools will hold an initial meeting in April  

to coordinate interest.  We hope you will consider positively impacting the lives of those around you! 

mailto:kolk@grantbulldogs.org
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March has been officially designated by the National Association for Music Education (NAfME) for the observance 

of Music In Our Schools Month (MIOSM), the time of year when music education becomes the focus of schools 

across the nation. MIOSM began as a single statewide celebration in 1973, and has grown over the decades to 

encompass a day, then a week, and then in 1985 to become a month long celebration of school music. The purpose  

of MIOSM is to raise awareness of the importance of music education for all children – and to remind citizens that 

school is where all children should have access to music. MIOSM is an opportunity for music teachers to bring their 

music programs to the attention of the school and the community and to display the benefits school music brings  

to students of all ages. 
  

The celebration continues to grow each year, reaching more and more students, teachers, musicians, and music 

supporters. Schools and communities throughout the country and overseas celebrate MIOSM with concerts  

and other activities based on the year’s theme. Classrooms, concert halls, civic buildings, clubs, parks, libraries,  

and shopping malls are just some of the arenas in which the public can observe the processes and results of  

music education.  
  

In 2007, Grant hosted its first MIOS Concert, which included vocal and instrumental 

performances with two local middle schools in our Auditorium. Over the past 

several years, this event has grown, and is now held in the Field House in order to 

accommodate all of our participants. Grant is proud to announce that the following 

schools will be participating in this year’s Music In Our Schools Concert: Big 

Hollow, Gavin South, Palombi, and Stanton. Please join us for an evening of music 

and appreciation on Saturday, March 14 at 5:00 pm in the Field House. Admission 

is free, however donations are gladly accepted! Please contact Krista Koske (Choir 

Director) at kkoske@grantbulldogs.org or Ellen Skolar (Band Director) at 

eskolar@grantbulldogs.org with any questions.  

Music Department to Host Music In Our Schools  

Concert with Local Schools 

http://musiced.nafme.org/events/music-in-our-schools-month/miosm-activity-ideas/
about:blank
mailto:eskolar@grantbulldogs.org
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CLASS ACTS 
The great things happening at Grant that you might not have heard about this month. 

Grant athletes participate in the Polar Plunge! 

Analise Cayet took first place for Best Speaker at  

the 2020 ICDA State Championship! 

The GCHS Jazz Ensemble opened for the Jazz Consortium Big Band. 

The Speech Team took 3rd at Regionals! 

The Cheer Youth Skills Clinic participants performed at the last home game for Boys 

The Math Team are Regional Champions four years in a row! 
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Social Studies Golden Globe Winner 

Gracie Ruiz is this month’s recipient of the Social Studies  

Golden Globe Award. 
 

Gracie is an exceptional student who has a noticeable 

appreciation for history and an ability to develop  

historical thinking practices in positive ways. 

  

Gracie has approached every topic we have covered so  

far with great passion and interest. It is inspiring to see  

a student not only embrace the topics we cover but also 

express the genuine interest in the topics. This interest is 

noticeable in the way she contributes to discussions and 

debates on the topic and also in the way she is able to  

think outside the box and from different perspectives. 

Admittedly, it can be difficult for students to personally 

connect to some of the topics we cover, but Gracie has 

never had a problem with that and it is very endearing to 

see a student appreciate what she is learning in the way 

that Gracie does. 

  

Aside from finding an appreciation for the content, Gracie is able to do what we all hope and expect out of 

our students; to apply her knowledge effectively in real – world situations. With every debate that we have 

in class, Gracie has supported her position with strong evidence and defended her arguments against 

counter-evidence. This predictably causes tension amongst classmates who are not comfortable having face

-to-face confrontations. What Gracie does after debates is nothing short of impressive. To ease that 

tension, Gracie has approached classmates supporting the other side of the argument after debates and 

commented on what they did well with their arguments. This shows that Gracie can effectively defend her 

beliefs while remaining civil with those that oppose her arguments. 

The Social Studies Department is proud to award Gracie with this honor.  Keep up the excellent work! 
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PBIS 

Congratulations to our  

February Bulldog  

Pride winners! 

 

Great job Keeping it RED! 

 

Addison Domingo 

Anastasia Pavlatos 

Abby Capulong 

Avery Zaagman 

Karla Islas 

Roxanna Garcia 

Stephanie Lopez 

Joey Wise 

Since our last update, we have completed our annual Be On Time Challenge and our first Chromebook Challenge!  
 

During the 3-week span of the Be On Time Challenge, the Freshman class held onto the lead and finished ahead of 

the Junior class by one point! As a reward, every Freshman TEAM class enjoyed an ice cream party and earned 

Bulldog Cup points. As an extra reward, we offered free winter dance tickets to four lucky students who had zero 

tardies during the course of the challenge. Lawrence Hoehne, Liliana Tosado, Juliana Villalobos, and Jon Petro were 

chosen out of 1,408 students as our Winter Dance ticket winners!  
 

Over the past two weeks, we have held the Chromebook Challenge for all students. This challenge put their 

Chromebook responsibility to the test as the Mystery Cart made surprise visits to check that every student in a class 

had their own charged Chromebook. Out of the 22 classrooms that the Mystery Cart visited, 16 received prizes! In 

addition to the Mystery Cart handing out treats for students showing Chromebook responsibility, we also gave out 

special Bulldog Bucks that could be entered into a special raffle bucket. As a reward for showing Chromebook 

responsibility, winners Seager Johnson, Jericka Miranda, Yuri Labuca, and Alyssa Manthi, will have a pizza or donut 

party for their entire English class! 
 

January and February have been quite busy for our staff and students. In the next couple of months, we are planning 

on turning our focus to cell phones/distractions and the importance of self-care/wellness. We are know that it is easy 

to push your needs to the wayside when schoolwork builds up and that is why we want to make sure students and 

staff know how crucial it is to take care of yourself and disconnect from your devices. 
 

We hope that second semester has been going well for all of our Bulldogs and families! 
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Keep It RED 

Check out some of our February Bulldog Buck winners! 

Above: Students hold up their 

personal, charged Chromebooks. 

Left & Right: Students receive 

treats from the Mystery Cart. 
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Upcoming College Fairs (open to juniors): 
• March 9th—College and Career Fair @ Waukegan 

High School 

• April 15th—College and Career Fair @ Johnsburg 

High School 

 

College of Lake County: 
As a reminder, placement testing will take place on our 

campus on March 12th and March 16th for those 

students who need to either take the English or Math 

placement test. This opportunity saves Grant students a 

trip over to the college and once students have tested 

they can take the next step and schedule their New 

Student Orientation. Sign up for testing is in the 

Student Services Office and if students are still unsure 

about whether or not they need to test, please contact 

your counselor. 

 

Career Center News:   
• Career Fair is Wednesday, March 11th!   

If you know someone who would like to share  

their career knowledge and passion with our 

students, have them email Mrs. Oddo at 

doddo@grantbulldogs.org. All students will visit 

the fair during P.E./Health class. If you do not have 

a P.E./Health class but want to attend, visit Mrs. 

Ashmore in Student Services on Tuesday, March 

10th for a pass. 

 

Book/Website Resources: 
• College Board - www.collegeboard.org 

• ACT- www.actstudent.org 

• Khan Academy/SAT test Prep-  https://

www.khanacademy.org/ 

 

Upcoming College Visits: 
• March 9: Northern Arizona University (9th Period) 

• March 12: Marian University—Fond du Lac (9th 

Period) 

• March 13: Michigan Technological University  

(4th Period) 

• March 17: Transylvania University (4th Period) 

• March 20: Texas A&M University (10th Period) 

• March 31: Northern Illinois University (10th Period) 

 

Reminders: 
• March 12: CLC College Fair 

• 6:00 pm—8:00 pm 

• March 14: GCHS will host the SAT Test (register at 

collegeboard.com) 

• March 14: NACAC National College Fair 

• 11:00 am—3:00 pm 

• Rosemont, IL 

• March 20: Course request deadline 

Tackling Test Anxiety 

With PSAT and SAT testing right around the corner many students have had experiences with anxiety when it 

comes to taking a test. Check out this article from the Princeton Review for some helpful tips on how to battle 

test anxiety: 10 Ways to Overcome Test Anxiety. 

Counselor’s Corner 

mailto:doddo@grantbulldogs.org
http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.actstudent.org
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.clcillinois.edu/events/collegefair
https://www.iacac.org/ncf/
http://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/test-anxiety
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Calendar 

March 
 

March 11  School Improvement Meeting, 9:40 am Late Start 

March 11  Progress Reports 

March 23-27  Spring Break 

March 30  School Resumes 

 

April 
 

April 8   School Improvement Meeting, 9:40 am Late Start 

April 10   Day of Non-Attendance 

April 14   State Testing (freshmen/sophomores/juniors) 

April 20   Progress Reports 

 

May 
 

May 1   School Improvement Meeting, 1:35 Early Release 

May 1   Prom 

May 19-20  Senior Exams 

May 19-21  Final Exams (freshmen/sophomores/juniors) 

May 24   Graduation 

May 25   Memorial Day, legal school holiday 


